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an easy process. Its success is reflected in the present high
standard of agricultural science and practice in the Soviet
Union.
State Farms
After the Revolution the land was declared to be the
property of the people, held in trust by the State. Model
state farms were set up as examples of what could be done
by means of machinery and modern scientific methods. As
industry developed, agricultural machinery was produced on
a very large scale. The old wooden plough was replaced by
the steel plough and the tractor. Many of the state farms
were organized on land which had been previously unculti-
vated, as in the drier steppe lands of the south and east. Here
the vast open prairies had been used in the past for the rearing
of cattle. To-day some parts of these lands are huge cornfields,
stretching as far as the eye can see, the largest grain farms
in the world. The ploughing and harvesting is carried out
by means of teams of ploughs, and combined reapers, binders,
and threshers, drawn by powerful caterpillar tractors.1 When
it is particularly necessary to gather in the harvest quickly
these machines can be seen working far into the night, their
powerful headlights sweeping the landscape.
At each state farm there is an experimental station where
scientists work on problems such as the improvement of breeds
of cattle, or testing new varieties of wheat. There are colleges
where young agricultural scientists and veterinary surgeons
receive their training, and schools for the instruction of
tractor-drivers and mechanics. At these farms all the harvest-
ing is done by machinery, and over 90 per cent, of the other
kinds of farm-work is earned out by mechanical means.
Altogether, there were in 1939 477 state grain farms, 771
farms raising cattle, 200 raising sheep, 629 raising pigs, while
168 raised crops of tea, cotton, other fibre crops, and tobacco.
More than 640 state farms were engaged in the growing of
1 In 1938 there were 85,000 tractors and 26,600 combines at work on
Soviet state farms. A fully mechanized state farm uses six to nine man-hours
of labour per hectare of arable land, while an individual peasant holding
uses 230 to 280.